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} The stateôs groundwater storage capacity is more than 10 times that of 

all surface reservoirs.

} 85% of Californians depend on groundwater for at least part of their 

drinking water.

} About 5 million acres of farmland in California are irrigated with 

Groundwater  ïmore in drought years.
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Source: UC Davis SBX21 Nitrate Report, 2013



Source: UC Davis SBX21 Nitrate Report, 2013



òA central feature of these bills is the recognition that 
groundwater 
management in California is best accomplished locally.ó

- Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr., in signing statement accompanying SGMA groundwater 

legislation.

Signed by Governor on September 16, 
2014
Å AB 1739 (Dickinson)
Å SB 1168 ( Pavley)
Å SB 1319 ( Pavley)
Å Effective January 1, 2015

SGMA



}Requires formation of sustainability agencies and 
development of sustainability plans
Ɓ127 High and medium priority basins

}Authorizes management tools for local agencies

}Defines timeframe for accomplishing goals

}Provides alternative if users can show basin is 
sustainable

}Creates state ñbackstopò

8



STATEWIDE

SGMA PRIORITIZATION

43 High Priority ( O)
84 Medium Priority ( Y)
27 Low Priority ( G)
361 Very Low Priority ( Lt. 
G)

Basins displayed by priority:

Calculation involves:
Population & Pop. Growth
Irrigated acreage
Public supply wells
And other variables
NOT A MEASURE OF 
SUSTAINABILITY
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}Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) 
(2017)
ƁOne or more agencies
ƁIf more than one agency per basin, GSAs must 

coordinate

}GSAs Prepare Groundwater Sustainability Plans 
(GSPs) (2020/2022)
ƁMeasurable objectives
ƁImplementation milestones
ƁAnnual reports (water use, extraction, change in storage)

}Achieve Sustainability 20 years after plan 
adoption, prevent òundesirable resultsó
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