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A history of conservation 
through collaboration



Issue Background
2007 RCD MC Grower Survey results

– 91% have adopted one or more 
conservation practice

– Facing pressure from buyers and 
auditors to eliminate wildlife, vegetation, 
and water bodies near crops in the 
interest of food safety

– Pressure has lead to action, 32% of 
leafy greens growers reported removing 
non-crop vegetation

– Growers caught in middle



“Co-management”

Managing agricultural production to 
protect water quality, soils, and habitat 
in ways that also minimize the risks of 
microbial contamination.



Challenges to Co-management

Managing in a world of uncertainty…

How will an action affect levels of food safety risk?
How will an action affect the environment?

…all while maintaining an economically viable 
operation, adhering to regulations, and meeting 
buyer requirements.



The Farm, Food Safety & 
Conservation Network

The FFSCN is a Central Coast region working group 
whose purpose is to facilitate the coordination of 
related organizations to support the agricultural 
industry’s efforts to reduce food safety risks through 
methods which also minimize or avoid impacts to 
water quality, wildlife and habitat through education, 
training, research, communication and outreach. 



Guiding Principles

• We are honest about our viewpoints.  
• We respect the right of individuals to have their own 

viewpoints, beliefs and values. 
• We listen to one another with the intent of finding what 

we have in common. 
• We keep our statements as brief and clear as possible. 

No one person will dominate the exchange. 
• We do not use anger or other intense emotions to 

intimidate or change peoples’ positions. 
• We avoid exploiting or manipulating information for 

individual purposes, or to mislead and misinform.



Accomplished with collaboration: 
Research



Accomplished with collaboration: 
Outreach and Education

http://www.hartnell.edu/agriculture/



Accomplished with collaboration: 
Technical tools and trainings

Available at: http://www.rcdmonterey.org/



Accomplished with collaboration: 
Informing Policy

Growers and technical service partners 
inform federal food safety policymakers on 
co-management. (Monterey County, 2010) www.caleafygreens.ca.go 

v



Challenges to Collaboration

• Uncertainty

• Diverse interests

• Staying current

• Competitive industry

• Shifting regulations and political climate



A Vision for the Future

• Science-based decisions (research)
• Producer, buyer, auditor, advisor 

knowledge (training and tools)
• Policy that promotes co-management 

(communication)
• Consumer awareness (education)



The Farm, Food Safety, & Conservation Network 

Food Safety and Water Quality 
Co-management Forum

SAVE THE DATE!

December 8, 2010  9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Watsonville Civic Plaza Community Room  275 Main St. Watsonville

The all-day forum will include panels and presenters covering:
• Grower Perspectives on Co-management
• State of the Science
• Advances in Co-management Education and Outreach
• Liability
• Policy and Legislative Updates



Contact Information 
Lisa Lurie 

Agriculture Water Quality Coordinator
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary

(831) 420-3662
lisa.lurie@noaa.gov
www.awqa.org

www.awqa.org/networkwiki
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