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Regulating Discharges from Irrigated  Lands

The California Water Code authorizes State and Regional Water 
Boards to regulate discharges that impact, or may have the potential 
to impact, waters of the state.

Issue
» Discharges from agricultural operations can affect water quality by 

transporting pollutants, including pesticides, sediment, nutrients, 
salts (including selenium and boron), pathogens, and heavy 
metals, from cultivated fields into surface water and groundwater. 

Impact
» Many surface water bodies are impaired because of pollutants 

from agricultural sources and groundwater bodies have suffered 
from pesticide, nitrate, and salt contamination. 

Regulations
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Scope of Impact

ILRP is about dialogue

»Getting people to the resources they need

»Objective of identifying best management 
practices that will bring the most benefit to 
the grower while protecting water quality and 
the environment
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Scope of Impact

Impacts of Pesticide Use

Pesticide-impaired waters 
that are 303(d) listed:

» 4,582 miles of rivers, 
streams and coastline

» 793,253 acres of lakes, 
reservoirs, bays, 
estuaries, ocean and 
wetlands

» These impairments are 
largely due to 
agricultural sources, but 
also may be from urban 
runoff 4Impaired Waters 



Central Coast Region

»2014 303(d) List 
assessment results

»388 California 
water body 
segments assessed

Scope of Impact
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Category Number of 

Water 

Segments

1 76

2 92

3 0

4a 21

4b 0

4c 0

5 199

Scope of Impact

2014 303(d) List 
Assessment Results
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Strategy to Regulate Discharges from Irrigated Lands

ÅIrrigated Lands Regulatory Program regulates 
discharges from irrigated agricultural lands. 

ÅIssue waste discharge requirements or conditional 
waivers of WDRs to coalitions and/or individual 
growers. 

ÅRequire water quality monitoring and corrective 
actions when impairments are found. 

Regulations
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Getting people to the resources they need

»Partner with agricultural agencies and 
technical service providers to assist growers 
with:

ÅDeveloping and implementing farm water 
quality management plans, practices, and 
demonstration projects.

ÅMonitoring performance of management 
practices. 
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Identifying Best Management Practices

»State Water Board activities to assist growers address 
water quality  impairment include:

Å Support the use of coalitions, third-party 
certification groups, technical service providers, 
academia, and farm advisers

Å Multi-Agency Agreement and MOU with DPR and 
CDFA

Å Multi-Agency Partnership Forum with NRCS and 
USEPA

Å Interface with County Agriculture Commissioners 

Å California Association of Pest Control 
Advisers/Certified Crop Advisers (CAPCA/CCA) Board 
of Directors
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²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΚ 
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Johnny Gonzales

Water Resources Control Engineer

(916) 341-5510

Johnny.Gonzales@waterboards.ca.gov

Statewide Coordinator 

Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program

Contact
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Statewide Industrial Storm Water 
General Permit
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Scope of Impacts

»Storm water does not go through wastewater 
treatment facilities, directly into water bodies in 
California

»Permit sets measures to protect California 
waterbodies from pollutants in industrial storm 
water discharges (point sources)

»Iterative approach implemented by facility staff and 
storm water professionals
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Regulations

»Regulates industrial storm water discharges to a 
waters of the united states

»The California Water Boards have delegated 
authority to implement this federal program for the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 

»άǎǘƻǊƳ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ  ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅϦ 
federally defined and identifies facility types subject 
to permitting 
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Statewide Industrial Storm Water General Permit



Regulations

»One permit for many dischargers, first permit 
adopted in 1992 

»Attachment A of the Industrial General Permit 
identifies applicable activities

»Primarily determined by Standard Industrial 
Classification  (SIC) Code

»California Water Code defines enforcement for 
non-filing and compliance 15

Statewide Industrial Storm Water General Permit



Regulations

Attachment A of the 

Industrial General 

Permit: 

Facilities Requiring 

Coverage
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